
19 translation

Co-Op Trains 
Students Outside 
of the Classroom
The Masters Cooperative (Co-Op) Education Program of-
fered through INBT, now in its fourth year, has continued 
to see growth in student and company participation. Un-
like traditional master’s programs that offer a course or re-
search-based curriculum, the Co-Op offers a third choice of 
working full-time with a company in a field of the students’ 
choosing for six months. During that time, students receive 
a salary and earn college credit toward their degree. 

The Co-Op provides students the opportunity to apply en-
gineering theories they learn in class to industry work in a 
professional setting, and to gain skills no textbook can of-
fer. They are matched with a project related to their field 
and interests, which could include pharmaceuticals, biotech 
products, specialty materials and chemicals for products, sys-
tems engineering, and more. 

Since expanding the program last year to include mechan-
ical engineering students, Luke Thorstenson, the INBT Di-
rector of Corporate Partnerships, has amassed a vast list of 
training opportunities for students in the surrounding Balti-
more area and along the East Coast. The program continues 
to offer opportunities to students in the Materials Science 
and Engineering Department and Chemical and Biomolec-
ular Engineering Department. 

This collaboration between the company, school, and the 
students benefits all involved. The students jump start their 
career with valuable experience, companies have access to 
a new pool of applicants and receive assistance on projects, 
and the school strengthens its bond with their counterparts 
in industry. INBT hopes to see the Masters Cooperative Ed-
ucation Program continue to grow, recruiting more students 
and expanding to new fields of research and the list of par-
ticipating companies. 

Companies with 
Co-Op Training 
Opportunities 
AstraZeneca 

Baltimore Aircoil 
Company 

Becton Dickinson 

Bristol-Myers Squibb 

Ethicon Biosurgery 
(Johnson & Johnson) 

GEA 

GlaxoSmithKline 

Johns Hopkins Applied 
Physics Laboratory 

New York Stem Cell 
Foundation 

Paragon Bioservices 

Regeneron 

W.R. Grace 


